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vacation,84 and all AustroHungarian officials adopted a
more pacific and conciliatory tone in their utterances.
Tisza, on returning to Budapest and being interpellated
in the Hungarian Diet next day, gave the non-committal
declaration:
"Our relations with Serbia, to be sure, need to be cleared
up, but in what manner. ... I cannot in the nature of the
case state, as the question is still under discussion. I can
only emphasize again that the Government is fully con-
scious of all the weighty interests in favor of the mainten-
ance of peace. The Government is not of the opinion thpt
the clearing up will necessarily involve warlike complica-
tions. In this connection, therefore, I shall not indulge in
any prophecies, but merely observe that war is a sad ultima
ratio, which one should not adopt until every possibility of
a settlement has been exhausted. But every state, every
nation, must be in a position to carry on war as an ultima
ratio, if it is to continue as a state and as a nation."85
This Delphic utterance produced on the whole a reas-
suring impression. In Vienna "some people saw in it signs
of an intention quietly to await the development of events
and of calmness in the attitude of the Austro-Hungarian
Government, while others saw in it hidden intentions for an
action as yet undecided/'8e At Paris even the Temps had
a good word to say for his moderation and for the Austrian
Government, though the other French newspapers sought
to contrast the tone of the Hungarian Premier's speech with
the hitherto intransigent attitude of the Hungarian press
84Conrad, IV, 77f., 87, 94f., K.D., 29; and above note 31, Conrad left
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return until July 22, the day before the Austrian Note was delivered to
Serbia.
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